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Where / when would you go in a time machine?     Which super power would you like to have? 

I always enjoy where I am, who I am and what I’ve done. Here and now are just fine. 
But if I could combine those questions…With the power of flight I’d fly over the Alle-
gheny River in the early 1700s to see it before white man arrived. My dad and grand-
parents grew up next to the river, talking about “fishing the rock” before locks and 
dams and slackwater. I wonder what that looked like. 

If you were a brick in the wall which brick would you be? 

An individual brick doesn’t do anything. You help the person to the left, right, above, 
below. It doesn’t matter which brick. It matters who you’re next to. Just so you’re not 
the low one in the wall getting the dog and salt spray. 

What 3 items would you take to a desert island other than food and water? 

Grapevine. Lightly toasted oak barrel. Telescope. Make wine and watch the stars. 
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What surprises did you discover about 

yourself or community?                                                           

“I get scared to death to go in front of a 

crowd and give a presentation. From bor-

ough meetings to conferences, my heart’s 

up in my throat. But I can do it. I think 

‘just tell them a story.’ 

AmeriCorps was an eye-opener for how 

municipalities and politics work. I served 

the range from narrow minded to big 

picture…trying to lay projects out so 

leaders trust and do their little part to put 

the puzzle pieces together.” 

Life after AmeriCorps                                             

Ron became executive director of the 

AVLT and continues to enrich the trail in 

both miles and community value. Success 

with a landmark railbanking court deci-

sion looks favorable for future of continu-

ous rail -trail from Lake Erie to Pitts-

burgh. After long days in the field, he 

enjoys making wine, kayaking, family 

and travelling. 

“Work is fun and flexible. It’s rewarding 

to see families enjoying the frogs turtles, 

birds and flowers here. And my trail con-

nections help with travel. I know the 

creeks before I arrive, and the lodging and 

winery near it.” 

 

Message for AmeriCorps Members                          

“Don’t dwell in your comfort zone. Look 

at things you feel uncomfortable about 

and tackle them. You may never feel at 

home with those new ventures but…it’s 

only a year. What are they going to do, 

fire you for trying?” 

sion-and against doctor advice - I loaded 

my crutches on my bike and started to 

pedal.” 

Still cycling a year later, Ron watched the 

construction challenges of building the 

trail. His persistent complaining on every-

thing from drainage to stuck trucks landed 

him an offer from the Conservation Dis-

trict to do something about it: become 

their AmeriCorps member. 

Favorite Memories?  “Split rail fence 

building with 20 

Adelphi Village 

kids. Simple fence. 

We put up only 20’ 

the first day. I was so 

frustrated…it was 

like the Three 

Stooges. Somebody 

would get a rail and 

turn around and 

whap the next guy 

and they would start 

fighting and com-

plain about the heat. 

After their hour 

lunch break with me picking up all their 

tools, they returned. They talked the prin-

cipal into coming back and working the 

afternoon! Now a team, they started to 

figure out which tasks each was good at. 

That afternoon we put up 200’ of fence. 

They started calling it not the Armstrong 

trail but ‘Their Trail.’ One quiet lady said 

‘this is the first successful project I’ve 

ever been involved in with other people.’” 

Ron Steffey  Ronpa: trail building, winemaking, coalminer husband* 

Where and when did you serve?                        

2003-4 Armstrong Conservation District     

2004-5 Allegheny Valley Land Trust AVLT 

Tell us a little about your service.                

At Armstrong Conservation District, Ron 

worked on watershed conservation and 

stream restoration projects. The Alle-

gheny Valley Land Trust, his second host 

site, built and manages the 36 mile Arm-

strong Trail on the former Allegheny 

Valley Railroad line. 

It runs along the Alle-

gheny River 

(drinking water 

source for everyone 

from here to New 

Orleans) through 

Armstrong and Clar-

ion Counties where 

Ron continued envi-

ronmental service. 

“Much of what I 

learned the first year 

in streambank resto-

ration I implemented 

for trail improve-

ments. I modified the 

railroad drainage 

system into more environmentally 

friendly structures. Another goal was to 

manage, grow and promote the trail with 

volunteers, municipalities, and commu-

nity members.” 

AmeriCorps by Accident                                           
“I was a coal miner for 28 years. I have a 

mining engineering degree and supervised 

others underground. A roof fall accident 

almost took my right foot. After a month 

of limited activity, approaching depres-


